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Easterseals
www.easterseals.com

DeKalb Community Foundation
815-748-5383
dekalbccf.org

Youth Engaged
Philanthropy

Northern Illinois University
niuhuskies.com

MISSION: Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association strives to enhance the lives of 
people with disabilities by cultivating diverse 
recreational opportunities within the community.

GOALS: Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association serves as an extension of its member 
park district agencies of DeKalb, Sycamore, 
Sandwich, Flagg-Rochelle and Genoa.

ACCOLADES AND APPRECIATION

Adventure Works 
815-517-0825
www.adventureworksdekalb.org

Iddy Biddy Pool School 
815-991-9162
www.iddybiddypoolschool.com 

Penguin Project 
815-893-9447 
www.cctonstage.com 

Rochelle Parent Group
815-501-2088

211
888-865-9903 or dial 211; 
www.findhelp211.org. 

2021 Fall Brochure
September, October, November and December

RT and Kishwaukee SRA
KSRA programs are planned according to the principles of recreational therapy (RT). 

RT uses strategies to address the social, emotional, cognitive, physical, and leisure 

needs of those impacted by illness, injury, or disability. Participation in therapeutic 

recreation programs, like those we offer at KSRA, can prevent decline of, and even 

achieve improvement in these areas for greater independence and well-being.

For more information on how to select the most appropriate programs and the KSRA 

assessment process, please contact the KSRA office to discuss these subjects with our 

full-time staff. 

KSRA Board Meetings
The KSRA Board of Directors meet on the second Tuesday every other month  

at 1:30 PM. Meetings are held at DeKalb Park District, Hopkins Park Community 

Center. Community members are invited to attend. Please check the board meeting 

dates, locations, and times on the KSRA website, or call the KSRA office at 779-777-7285.

KSRA Board of Directors

DeKalb Park District – John Shea Jr., CPRD, Executive Director
DeKalb Park District – TBD
Flagg-Rochelle Park District – Maureen Stevens, Superintendent   
 of Administration and Finance
Genoa Township Park District – Paul Bafia, Executive Director
Sandwich Park District – William Novicki, CPRD, Executive Director
Sycamore Park District – Theresa Tevsh, CPRD, Superintendent of 
 Recreation Services

We Love Parents, but...With your child’s best interest in mind, parents are 
asked not to attend their child’s class unless invited by the program leader. 
We have found that the quality of the program has been affected by parent 
and/or sibling distractions, interruptions, and various other concerns during 
program time. It is of equal importance that children have quality leisure 
time with their peers. Our program staff welcome the opportunity to discuss 
concerns with parents before or after the program, time permitting. Thank 
you again for your cooperation.

www.kishsra.org

ONLINE:  
Go to the KSRA website:  
www.kishsra.org and click the 
registration tab. Complete your 
registration using our online software.

MAIL:  
Send registration form and payment* 
to Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association, 1403 Sycamore Rd. 
DeKalb, IL 60115. *Checks only

WALK IN:  
All forms of payment are accepted for 
in-person registration. KSRA office 
hours are Monday - Friday 9:00 AM 
– 5:00 PM. Office may be closed for 
holidays, please call ahead. 

PHONE:  
If paying via credit card, you are 
welcome to call in to the office and 
speak to staff to register. Please have 
your program choices ready. Only 
available during office hours.

4 WAYS 
TO REGISTER
COMPLETE THE REGISTRATION 
FORM FOUND IN THE 
BROCHURE WITH ALL THE 
NECESSARY INFORMATION. 
We accept Visa, Mastercard, Discover, 
Personal Checks (with all current 
information), and Cash (walk-in only).

F I N D  U S  O N :

 



 

http://kishsra.org/
http://www.kishsra.org
https://twitter.com/Kish_spec_rec/
https://www.facebook.com/kishsra/
https://www.instagram.com/kishwaukee_sra/


PAGE 4   |  2021 FALL BROCHURE PAGE 5  | 2021 FALL BROCHURE

NEW Registration Software  
 

Starting in October, KSRA will have a new registration system! 

 

All programs starting or held after September 30 will need to  

have registration completed within the new software after  

October 1.  

 

We apologize for the inconvenience!  

 

Please call the office if you need any assistance. 

779-777-7285 

Dear KSRA Families and Friends; 
It was another amazing and safe summer at camp, and we can’t believe it is already Fall. As 
we continue to work through a global pandemic, it is KSRA’s goal to keep everyone safe and 
healthy. As many of our programs move indoors for the Fall, it will be expected that everyone 
in the program wear a mask, no matter their vaccination status. As always, we will take into 
consideration any accommodations requested when it comes to this mask requirement. KSRA 
will continue to follow all CDC and DeKalb Department of Public Health guidelines. 

As we turn towards the end of the year, we want to share a few things that families may not 
be aware of that are important to KSRA. This year, we created and incorporated a Foundation 
which was approved through the IRS as a 501 (c)3. The Foundation was created to be the 
fundraising organization for KSRA. We had our first event—the Golf Outing in May, which 
was a huge success and will be back again next year. We have a 5k, the Donut Dash, coming up 
in November. All events hosted by the Foundation will raise monies for specific plans within 
KSRA or for the scholarship fund. There are many exciting plans for the Foundation in the 
years to come. If you want to be part of the Foundation, please let me know. The Foundation 
holds formal meetings throughout the year and will volunteer within all the aspects of the 
events. There will be many ways to support the Foundation, but one of the easiest currently is 
to shop on Smile.Amazon.com and support the Kishwaukee Special Recreation Foundation. 
Here is the link that will get you all set to help us: smile.amazon.com/ch/86-2407904.

KSRA is also in the midst of creating a Strategic Plan for the future. Some of our parents 
and staff have already contributed to the finding stages. There will be an opportunity for our 
youth families to contribute in the coming month. The completed plan will be posted on our 
website in the early part of 2022. We want to hear from everyone we currently serve and those 
we should be serving. If you want to ensure you are part of the next set of finding meetings, 
please let me know. 

In October, KSRA will have a new registration software. Did you just shake your head and 
think, we just did that? You are not wrong! Our current system will be eliminated due to 
an outdated operating system. Our new system, Civic Rec, has been around for years and 
has been able to adapt to technology improvements with their operating system. You will 
see a new registration software as we transition, but don’t worry: if you have been part of 
our programs for the last 3 years, you will already have an account. We want to make this 
transition as easy as possible! 

Speaking of technology, have you seen our new website? It recently underwent a big update, 
and we love the results! When you have a few minutes, go check it out at kishsra.org. You may 
even find yourself or your family member in the gallery! 

It has been a busy summer and we love the results of all the hard work! Here’s to a great Fall 
and all the good things to come! 

We hope you come Play, Laugh, Learn and Grow with KSRA this Fall!

Dawn
Dawn R. Schaefer MS, CTRS
Executive Director

NEW Registration Software

Starting in October, KSRA will have a new registration system!

All programs starting or held after September 30th will need to have 
registration completed within the new software. 

We apologize for the inconvenience!

Please call the office if you need any assistance.
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http://smile.amazon.com/ch/86-2407904
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1:1 PROGRAM
DESCRIPTION: KSRA’s newest program allows you to create the plan. Staff will work 1:1 with you in a variety of  

recreational areas, some of which are listed below. If there is something you would like to try and  
learn, give us a call and let’s see if we can make it happen.

GOALS: Leisure exploration and skill building.

DATES & TIMES: Schedule based on availability of individual and staff

LOCATION: We will use the facility most suited for activity

AGE: 18+

FEE: $15 per hour, 1 hour minimum
$30 for cooking program, 2 hour minimum

Program Options:
• Sports Skill Development 
• Cooking / Baking 
• Physical Fitness 
• Dance Movements 
• Outdoor Exploration 
• Gardening

BOWLING BONANZA
DESCRIPTION: Strikes, Spares, and even the occasional Turkey! Come join  

your friends while improving your bowling skills and score!  
Bowlers will be grouped based on age & ability. Bumpers  
and ramps are available for use.

GOALS: This program is designed to assist with gross motor skills,  
physical fitness, use of community resources, and social  
peer interactions.

DATES: Thursdays:

TIME: 5:00 – 6:30 PM 

LOCATION: Mardi Gras Lanes, 1730 Sycamore Road, DeKalb 

AGE: All Ages 

FEE: Residents: $75/Non-Residents: $98

MIN/MAX: Min 4/Max 10

Session 1 Session 2

September 16th –  
October 28th

November 4th –  
December 16th

 � Come run through Hopkins Park at 9:00 AM!

 � Thanks to the sponsorship from Kuipers Family Farm, 
each participant will receive a donut at the end of the race.

 � All funds raised at the 5K will go towards creating a 
Sensory Room in our community.

 � Registration information will be posted on the KSRA 
website and all social media pages.

 � Donut, medal, and other fun swag included in fee.

5K WALK / RUN / ROLL 

Saturday, November 6th

KSRF 
DONUT 
DASH

P RO GRAMS
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KSRA ATHLETICS
DESCRIPTION: Are you looking to develop new sports skills while spending time with your friends? Come on out and learn  

all about sports you may have never played. We will be exploring a new sport each month! We look forward  
to building a team with you!

GOALS: Develop new sports skills, encourage sportsmanship, enhance fine/gross motor skills, social interaction  
with peers, and physical exercise.

DATES: Wednesdays:
• September 15th 
• September 29th 
• October 13th 
• October 27th 

TIME: 5:00 – 6:30 PM

LOCATION: Sycamore Community Center, 480 S. Airport Road, Sycamore

AGE: 13+

FEE PER MONTH: Residents: $20/Non-Residents: $25

FEE FOR  
ALL SESSIONS: Residents: $80/Non-Residents: $100

MIN/MAX: Min 4/Max 10

SIBSHOPS
DESCRIPTION: Sibshops are events where kids will meet other sibs (usually for the first time), have fun, laugh, talk about  

good and not-so-good parts of having a sib with special needs, play some great games, learn something  
the services their brothers & sisters receive, and have some more fun. KSRA is collaborating with RAMP to  
host this program. 

NOTE: This program is for siblings of the individuals with special needs, not for the person with special  
needs themselves. 

GOALS: Explore how other brothers & sisters handle sticky situations sometimes faced by other siblings, learn  
about the services their brothers & sisters receive, and have fun. 

DATE: Saturday, December 4th

TIME: 10:00 – 11:30 AM

LOCATION: DeKalb Sports and Recreation Center, 1765 S. 4th Street, DeKalb

AGE: 8 – 12 years old

FEE: $10

MIN/MAX: Min 4/Max 10

YOUTH 

NEW NEW 

• November 10th 
• November 24th 
• December 8th 

• December 22nd 

YOUTH 
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PARENTS NIGHT OUT
DESCRIPTION: Parents, plan your night away! We offer a fun and safe environment for your child to explore, learn, and play  

with others. Siblings are welcomed! There will be games, arts & crafts, swimming, and we will make our own 
snack. Our evening schedule will be swimming first, followed by Arts & Crafts, then we will take a break to  
make a snack, then we will move into the fieldhouse for active games to finish off the evening!

NOTE: Come dressed in swimsuit with a towel; bring a change of clothes for after swimming and athletic  
shoes for the field house.

GOALS: Designed to build social skills and fine/gross motor enhancement.

DATES: Fridays:
• September 17th

• October 15th

• November 12th

• December 10th

TIME: 7:00 – 9:00 PM

LOCATION: The REC Center of Rochelle Park District, 802 Jones Road, Rochelle

AGE: Youth (5-18 years old)

FEE: Residents: $30/Non-Residents: $39

MIN/MAX: Min 6/Max 20

REGISTER BY: Registration deadline is the Wednesday prior at 5:00 PM. 

SCHOOLS' DAY OUT
DESCRIPTION: Come on over and hang out with us when you’re not in school! We will have variety of fun activities 

throughout the day, including games, crafts, sports, and more to make the day fly by.

WHO: Students enrolled in school, ages 5-18 (+18 if enrolled in transition program)

WHEN: Wednesday, November 24th

TIME: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

WHERE: DeKalb Sports & Recreation Center, 1765 S. 4th Street, DeKalb 

FEE PER DAY: Residents: $43/Non-Residents: $56

WINTER BREAK CAMP
DESCRIPTION: Calling all parents! Are you looking for something fun for your child to do over winter break? KSRA is 

offering Winter Break Camp! Campers will participate in a variety of fun activities throughout the week, 
such as, games, crafts, sports, and more to keep them actively engaged throughout the day.

WHO: Students enrolled in school, ages 5-18 (+18 if enrolled in transition program)

WHEN:

TIME: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

WHERE: DeKalb Sports & Recreation Center
1765 S. 4th Street, DeKalb

FEE PER DAY: Residents: $43/Non-Residents: $56

FEE PER WEEK: Residents: $160/Non-Residents: $208

Week 1 Week 2

Monday, December 20th Monday, December 27th

Tuesday, December 21st Tuesday, December 28th

Wednesday, December 22nd Wednesday, December 29th

Thursday, December 23rd Thursday, December 30th

YOUTH YOUTH 
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COOKING WITH KSRA
DESCRIPTION: Learn to prepare delicious tasting food with us. Participants will learn to prepare meals, sample their 

tasty creations, and will be able to take home delicious and healthy recipes. Participants will enjoy 
quality time with their peers while enjoying the delicious meals, created all on their own.

GOALS: This program is designed to assist with leisure education, recreational & life skills development, and 
peer interaction.

DATES: Wednesdays:
• September 8th 
• September 15th 
• October 6th 
• October 20th

TIME: 5:00 – 7:00 PM 

LOCATION: Hopkins Community Center 
1403 Sycamore Road, DeKalb 

AGE: Adults 18+

FEE PER SESSION: Residents: $25/Non-Residents: $33

FEE FOR  
ALL SESSIONS: Residents: $175/Non-Residents: $228

MIN/MAX: Min 4/Max 8

• November 3rd 

• November 17th 
• December 1st 

• December 15th 

KSRA GAME NIGHTS
DESCRIPTION: Come join your friends in playing Uno, Headbandz, Sorry, Garbage, and Clue — among many others! We  

may even play some Bingo. Join us for a great night filled with laughter and friendly competition. Tell us  
about your favorite games and we can even try those as well.

GOALS: Social interaction, sportsmanship, and peer cooperation.

DATES: Fridays:
• September 10th 
• October 8th 
• November 5th 
• December 3rd

TIME: 7:00 – 8:00 PM

LOCATION: Sycamore Community Center  
480 S. Airport Road, Sycamore, IL

AGE: 18+

FEE: Residents: $15/Non-Residents: $20

DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY
DESCRIPTION: Who are you bringing to the party? Whomever it is, come on over and have fun with all your friends, and  

maybe meet some new friends, too. We will be playing the latest music, and a light snack will be provided.  
Hope to see you there!

GOALS: Social skill enhancement and leisure enjoyment.

TIME: 7:00 – 9:00 PM

LOCATION: Sycamore Community Center, 480 S. Airport Road, Sycamore

AGE: 18+

FEE: Residents: $25/Non-Residents: $33

MIN/MAX: Min 6/Max 20

REGISTER BY: 1 week prior to the dance

ADULT

Name: Date:

Pajama Party Friday, September 24th 

Halloween Party Friday, October 22nd

Thanksgiving Party Friday, November 19th

Holiday Party Friday, December 17th

ADULT
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FALL FIELD TRIPS

VOLCANO FALLS
DESCRIPTION: Back by popular demand, a trip to volcano falls in Rockford. Join us for an afternoon of mini golf and 

arcade games. Remember this venue is outdoors, so please dress for the weather and make sure to eat 
lunch before the trip. 

Note: Further details will be emailed the week of this trip.

GOALS: This program is designed to explore community resources  
and encourage social interaction.

DATES: Saturday, September 25th

TIME: 1:00 – 4:00 PM 

LOCATION: KSRA Office, 1403 Sycamore Road, DeKalb 

AGE: 13+

FEE: Residents: $30/Non-Residents: $40

MIN/MAX: Min 4/Max 15

WOODY'S ORCHARD
DESCRIPTION: Join us as we adventure to Woody’s Orchard in Plano for an  

afternoon down on the farm! We will be exploring all the exciting  
activities, including the spider web, the tractor tire pile, hamster  
rollers, and even a duck race! This event is outdoors please  
dress for the weather and bring money for additional purchases  
in the farm store, which includes baked goods. Please remember  
to eat lunch prior to attending the program. 

Note: Further details will be sent out the week of this trip.

GOALS: This program is designed to explore community resources  
and encourage social interaction.

DATES: Satuday, October 23rd

TIME: 1:00 – 4:00 PM 

LOCATION: KSRA Office, 1403 Sycamore Road, DeKalb

AGE: 13+

FEE: Residents: $25/Non-Residents: $30

MIN/MAX: Min 4/Max 15

SPORTS

BOCCE BALL
DESCRIPTION: Come out and have fun while learning the rules and strategies of Bocce. It is a game that can be played 

by everyone! We will play by the Gazebo to enjoy the beautiful outdoors. Rollers will practice weekly 
and then play an in-house tournament at the end of the season.

GOALS: This program is designed to improve physical fitness and enhance game strategy.

DATES: Tuesdays:

TIME: 5:00 – 6:00 PM 

LOCATION: Hopkins Park, 1403 Sycamore Road, DeKalb & DeKalb  
Sports & Recreation Center, 1765 S. 4th Street, DeKalb

AGE: 18+ 

FEE: Residents: $53/Non-Residents: $69

MIN/MAX: Min 4/Max 12

Session 1 Session 2

September 14th –  
October 26th 

November 2nd – 
December 14th

WALKING CLUB
DESCRIPTION: Lace up your walking shoes and fill up your water bottle, we are taking a walk. Each Saturday, the group 

will try to walk a full 5k. There may not be medals awarded, but you will sure feel good when you are 
done! We will also walk outside when weather permits. Our second session’s first day will be held at the 
KSRA Donut Dash, Saturday, November 6, as the group will lead the 5k!

GOALS: This program is designed to improve physical fitness and social skills.

DATES: Saturdays:

TIME: 10:00 – 11:30 AM

LOCATION: Sycamore Community Center
480 S. Airport Road, Sycamore, IL

AGE: 18+ 

FEE: Residents: $77/Non-Residents: $100

MIN/MAX: Min 4/Max 12

Session 1 Session 2

September 18th –  
October 30th

November 6th –  
December 18th 
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INCLUSION! WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?
1. Inclusion provides OPPORTUNITIES for people of all abilities to participate TOGETHER!

2. Inclusion provides SUPPORT to those who need a little extra help to participate.

3. Inclusion looks at the NEEDS, INTERESTS, & ABILITIES of people instead of focusing on their disability.

4. Inclusion supports the process of PREPARING, LEARNING, EXPERIENCING, & GROWING 

   with each person, family, and staff.

5. Inclusion provides a RECREATIONAL CHOICE!

Visit our website: www.kishsra.org for more information on our programs and services. 
You can also find us on Facebook.

Do you want more options? Sports? Field Trips? Lessons? 

Check out our member park district programs and consider 

Inclusion services for ANY of their programs!

WHO CAN USE INCLUSION SERVICES AND 
HOW DOES THAT WORK?
Anyone can request Inclusion services to participate 
in any programs offered by their member park district 
agencies that support Kishwaukee SRA. Kishwaukee 
SRA staff is trained to assess and evaluate the 
participant’s needs and make recommendations which 
can include providing adaptive equipment, Inclusion 
companions, interpreters, or program modifications.

To sign up for INCLUSION in your park district programs, 
simply check the box on the registration form or let the staff 
taking your registration know that you need assistance 
and Kishwaukee SRA will be notified of your request. 

C O N TA C T 
Kishwaukee SRA

1 4 0 3  S Y C A M O R E  R O A D
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genoaparks.com dekalbparkdistrict.com

sandwichparkdistrict.comrochelleparkdistrict.com

sycamoreparkdistrict.com

Show off how your family celebrates the 
Holidays and help us spread holiday cheer 
this year! Lights on the porch, inflatables 
in the yard, menorah on the mantel or tree 
in the living room — whatever makes your 
house festive, share your joy with KSRA! 

Families have until Saturday, December 18th 
to submit pictures to Dschaefer@kishsra.org 
for voting consideration.

All submissions will be featured on 
our Facebook page and winners will be 
highlighted in our website.

KSRA's Holiday House 
Decorating Contest

HOLIDAY
HOUSE
DECORATING

The top 3 houses 
will receive prizes. 

Free to 
participate! 

Be festive and 
have fun!

http://www.kishsra.org
http://kishsra.org/
https://twitter.com/Kish_spec_rec/
https://www.facebook.com/kishsra/
https://www.instagram.com/kishwaukee_sra/
mailto:Dschaefer@kishsra.org
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INCLUSION:
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
understands that not every person with a 
special need wants to participate in Special 
Recreation. Kishwaukee Special Recreation
Association staff can help with questions 
regarding any individual’s participation 
in member agency programs. Kishwaukee 
Special Recreation Association member 
districts are committed to the provision 
of recreational services to all residents.

If you are interested in participating in 
programs provided by your local park 
district, please follow their registration 
procedures/timelines and contact them to 
state your requests. Always be thorough 
when completing registration materials 
and state any special assistance that may 
be needed. It is important to inform 
the park district staff what your goals 
and expectations are for Kishwaukee 
Special Recreation Association program 
participants. By informing the staff as 
soon as possible regarding special needs, 
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
staff are better able to provide the 
necessary assistance in a timely manner.

Types of assistance that Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association can provide are:

 d  In-service training for staff, including 
activity adaptations, behavior 
management techniques, and disability 
awareness.

 d  Recruitment of additional  
staff, if needed.

 d  Consultations or observations  
at programs.

PROGRAM CANCELLATIONS:
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
reserves the right to cancel a program 
or event due to insufficient enrollment. 
Programs or special events may be 
cancelled due to inclement weather and 
make up dates will not be arranged.

ADA COMPLIANCE:
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
intends to comply with the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA) which prohibits 
discrimination in the provision and inclusion 
of programs and services to individuals with 
disabilities. As stated below, some programs, 
because of the inherent nature of the activity, 
are suggested for specific disability groups. 
If you or any person wishes to participate 
but are not among the suggested groups, 
please call Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association. Every reasonable effort will 
be made to include the individual in 
the program. If you have any questions 
regarding the ADA, or if you feel you have 
been discriminated against in the inclusion 
of programs or the provision of services, 
please contact the Executive Director. A 
procedure is available for you to register your 
complaint and for its prompt resolution.

ATLANTO-AXIAL 
INSTABILITY:
Individuals with Down Syndrome are at 
risk of having a condition known as Atlanto- 
Axial Instability (AAI). It is a Kishwaukee 
Special Recreation Association policy that 
any individual with Down Syndrome is 
required to have a doctor’s written note on 
file stating the person is free of AAI if that 
person wishes to participate in any program 
with a potential to cause undue stress upon 
the neck. Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association will also be offering other 
programs that are not by the inherent nature 
of the activity at risk for undue pressure 
upon the neck. However, the nature of play 
is active participation. Please take this into 
consideration when enrolling your child into 
a program and inform staff if AAI is present.

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS:
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
encourages and promotes the concept 
of fun for everyone. However, certain 
expectations have been created to ensure 
maximum enjoyment by all. Participants 
are expected to display appropriate behavior 
during programs. Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association’s basic behavior 
code insists that participants shall:

 d  Show respect to all other participants, staff 
and volunteers.

 d  Not use abusive or foul language.

 d Refrain from inflicting bodily harm to any 
individual.

 d  Respect the equipment, supplies,  
uniforms and facilities.

 d  Have control of bowel and bladder (diapers 
and catheters are acceptable).

A caring, positive approach will be utilized 
regarding the use of any disciplinary 
methods. Additional or individual behavior 
management plans may be developed on the 
advice of parents, guardians, Kishwaukee 
Special Recreation Association staff, or other 
professionals. Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association reserves the right to dismiss a 
participant if the above noted procedures 
are not adhered to, and/or, parent/guardian 
response to a problem situation is not 
attempted. Each situation will be evaluated 
individually and on its own merit.

ANNUAL 
INFORMATION FORM:
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
requires all participants to complete a yearly 
Annual Information Form. The form provides 
staff with valuable information which allows 
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
to conduct its activities in the safest possible 
manner and to meet the basic needs of 
participants. If you are new to Kishwaukee 
Special Recreation Association or if the 
agency receives a registration form and does 
not have an Annual Information Form on file, 
one will be sent to you to complete and return. 
If at any time the form needs to be updated, 
(change in medication, behavior, etc.) please 
call the Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association office. All information is kept 
strictly confidential and enhances successful 
participation. Thank you for your cooperation.

FREEDOM OF
INFORMATION ACT REQUEST:
Public Records Requests for information 
should be directed to the Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA) Officer(s) 

GENERAL INFO RM AT I ON of the Association. The current 
designated FOIA Officer is: Executive 
Director of Kishwaukee SRA
 
The FOIA Officer(s) can be reached at  
the Kishwaukee Special Recreation  
Association Office: 

1403 Sycamore Road, DeKalb, IL 60115
Phone: 779-777-7284.

Requests can be submitted in writing or 
via email to the address listed above.
A request form is also available for your 
convenience at the Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association Office.
 
For black and white, letter or legal sized 
copies, the first fifty pages are free and 
additional pages will cost $0.15 a page. 
For color copies or abnormal size copies, 
KSRA can charge the actual cost of 
copying. The Association may require 
the requester to disclose whether the 
request is for a commercial purpose or to 
decide whether to grant a fee waiver.

MEDICATION DISPENSING:
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
staff may dispense medication only if the 
following procedures have been completed:

 d A current Permission for Medication  
is completed.

 d Dispensing form is completed and signed 
by parent/guardian.

 d Medication must be given to Kishwaukee 
Special Recreation Association staff with the 
original prescription order (may be a copy) 
and/or the original bottle/container with 
full doctor ordered instructions. Medicine 
must come in individual dosage amounts  
as prescribed.

 d Dosage, time, and potential side effects  
are clearly noted.

 d All of the above information must be 
delivered to the Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association Office at least two 
days prior to the onset of the program.

 d Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
staff may under no circumstances perform 
an injection or any other medically  
invasive procedure.

 d Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
staff will not administer medications that 
are not approved through the FDA.

LATE PICK UP POLICY:
Calculated per Programming Season

 d Two (2) verbal reminders will be given. 
Reminders will be documented through a 
signature of a parent or guardian.

 d Five (5) minutes will be the maximum 
amount of time allowed after the advertised 
conclusion of the program.

 d After five (5) minutes and after any two 
(2) documented warnings, $5.00 per 
each accumulated five (5) minutes will be 
assessed. The late party will be invoiced and 
the bill will be treated like any other late 
program fee.

TRANSPORTATION POLICY:
Not all programs have transportation. 
Please review the program descriptions 
for details on transportation.

The following procedures are to be 
followed to maintain safe transportation 
of Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association staff and participants:

 d All passengers must be seated with seat 
belts fastened immediately upon entering 
the vehicle.

 d Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
staff are responsible for determining 
whether or not an individual may be 
transported safely due to behavior or  
health concerns.

 d Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
staff will not leave any person unattended 
after any program unless written 
permission has been received from said 
individual’s parent/guardian.

 d No object (i.e. hands, head, trash) is to 
protrude or be thrown from the  
vehicle at any time.

 d Windows will be opened upon permission 
from Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association staff.

 d Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association does not provide door to door 
transportation for all programs but will 
offer drop off and pick up locations for 
selected programs for participants over the 
age of 13.

 d Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
reserves the right to refuse or discontinue 
transportation services.

 d Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association vehicles will only wait five (5) 
minutes after the scheduled time before 
departing to its next location.

 d The vehicle will not depart until these 
procedures have been followed.

Please realize that these procedures 
have been implemented to ensure the 
safety of all participants and staff. 

RISK MANAGEMENT:
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
is committed to providing its recreation 
programs and services in the safest possible 
manner and to keeping the safety of all 
individuals at the forefront. Participants and 
parents must realize there is some degree 
of risk which is inherent in all recreation 
activities. In an effort to minimize exposure 
to unsafe conditions, Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association conducts an ongoing 
risk management program and strictly 
enforces that safety procedures be adhered 
to by all participants and staff. Be aware that 
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
does not carry medical or accident insurance 
for injuries sustained during programs 
or services. The cost of such would make 
participant fees prohibitive. Each person 
registering himself/herself or a dependent 
in a Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association program should review and 
maintain their own insurance coverage. It 
must be noted that the absence of individual 
or family medical insurance coverage does 
not make Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association automatically responsible for 
the payment of medical expenses. The 
agency providing liability coverage for 
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
requires the mandatory execution of a 
Waiver and Release form for all programs.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:
The commitment of Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association and the member 
agencies is to provide all individuals 
considered “residents” the opportunity 
for participation in Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association programs. A 
Scholarship Fund has been developed to 
assist individuals who may be experiencing 
financial difficulty. All personal information 
required for financial aid procedures is 
kept strictly confidential. Per season, a 
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maximum of five (5) programs, plus any 
Special Olympics training programs and Day 
Camp, are eligible for assistance. Financial 
Aid must be requested in writing each 
program season. Individuals seeking financial 
assistance should contact the Executive 
Director for more information regarding the 
process and deferred payment options. There 
will be some programs, special events and 
trips which Scholarships will not be given.

PAYMENT PLANS:
Payment plans are an option only if a 
scholarship form is filled out and payments 
are completed by the end of each given 
season before the program begins. If 
these conditions are not met, individuals 
will not be eligible to register for any 
programs until the balance is paid in full. 
If you have any questions regarding this 
policy, please call the Executive Director.

RESIDENCY INFORMATION:
Resident: Individuals residing within the 
legal boundaries of a Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association partner member 
agencies (Sandwich, Flagg-Rochelle, 
DeKalb, Sycamore and Genoa Township 
Park Districts) are considered “residents” of 
the Association and pay the in-district fee. 
Residents receive priority when registering 
for all programs through the registration 
deadline. Non-Resident: Any individual whose 
primary residence is outside of a member 
agency’s legal boundary is considered a 
nonresident and pays the out-of-district fee.

NON-RESIDENT POLICIES:
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
has approved and implemented non-resident 
guidelines and fees for its programs. The  
fees are listed for all programs in the 
brochure. All individuals residing outside  
of the legal boundaries of current Kishwaukee
Special Recreation Association partner 
member agencies will be subject to  
these guidelines. 

SUGGESTED AGES 
AND ABILITIES: 
Kishwaukee SRA offers most programs 
and special events to targeted age and 
ability groups so that programs can be 
designed to meet individual needs. Anyone 
wishing to participate in a program 
that does not appear to match his or her 
specific age or ability is encouraged to 
contact the KSRA office for additional 
information and to determine whether 
reasonable accommodations can be made.

REGISTRATION PROCESS:
 d Registration is available online through 

our registration software accepting Credit 
Cards only. In person registration at 
the KSRA offices can accept any form of 
payment. Registration through the mail 
must be paid by check.

 d NO registration or money will be accepted 
at program.

 d Complete seasonal Registration Form, 
Waiver and Release Form and Annual 
Information Form (if applicable).

 d Full payment is required at the time of 
registration unless specific arrangements 
have been made with the Kishwaukee 
Special Recreation Association,  
Executive Director.

 d  Registrations WILL NOT be processed 
if a fee balance remains from a previous 
season.

 d All checks must be made payable to 
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association.

 d Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
will send confirmation of registration. 

 d Payment/Scholarship plans must be 
confirmed through the Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association, Executive Director.

 d Checks returned to KSRA as NSF will have 
a $25 fee added to the amount owed for 
program. Payment is considered past due; 
no further registration will be accepted 
and participation in program(s) could be 
suspended.

PHOTOGRAPHS:
Unless we are notified, Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association may take pictures 
of participants in our programs, classes 
or events. Please be aware that these 
pictures are only for Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association use in brochures, 
pamphlets, flyers, website, and Facebook.

REFUND POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES:

 d  No refund will be given after the 
registration deadline unless for family 
emergency or illness. Please contact 
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
Executive Director if requesting a refund.

 d Unless requested or confirmed by the 
Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association 
office, refunds will be held as a credit. All 

credits not requested for immediate 
reimbursement will be paid out on or 
around December 30.

 d Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association reserves the right to cancel a 
program due to insufficient enrollment. 
(See minimum and maximum enrollment 
for each program).

 d If the Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association finds it necessary to cancel a 
program before the second meeting, a full 
refund will be given.

 d Medical Reasons: A full or prorated refund 
will be granted if a medical condition 
prohibits participation.

 d All program refund requests are subject 
to a $5.00 per program, $50.00/Day Camp 
service charge.

 d The service charge is waived if the refund 
request is made prior to a given program 
registration deadline.

 d Any service charge will be applied to an 
unpaid balance.

 d No refund will be given for any special 
event or program activity that requires a 
pre-paid purchase by Kishwaukee Special 
Recreation Association unless an alternate 
can be placed. There can be no exceptions.

 d Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association realizes that inappropriate 
behavior or conduct may occur. 
However, if the behavior persists and 
is deemed hazardous to any individual, 
the Kishwaukee Special Recreation 
Association, Executive Director reserves 
the right to suspend participants with a 
prorated refund given.

Refunds will be made available upon 
request if you are not able to attend a 
program due to the observation of sickness 
and have a primary care physician’s note.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Play, Laugh, Learn & Grow With Us! 

Pictures taken prior to pandemic.



Kishwaukee Special Recreation Association serves all those in the community that need our services to enjoy their recreation. 
KSRA is made up of five member districts: DeKalb Park District, Sycamore Park District, Genoa Township Park District, Sandwich 

Park District, and Flagg – Rochelle Park District. Any family residing and paying taxes to our member districts are considered 
Residents for the KSRA fee structure. Families or individuals not living in those five districts are considered Non-residents and pay 

a slightly higher program fee. KSRA has an open-door policy welcoming everyone and will work with all those in need of services 
to set a payment schedule. Residents have the ability to apply for a scholarship to assist in paying for programs. Limits apply.

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
DAWN R . S CHAEFER, MS, CTRS
EMAIL: DSCHAEFER@KISHSRA.ORG

PH: 779-777-7284

T h e r a p e u t i c  Re c r e a t i o n  
P r o g r a m  C o o r d i n a t o r

SAM MORGAN, CTRS
EMAIL: SMORGAN@KISHSRA.ORG

PH: 779-777-7286

www.kishsra.org

STAFF:

WAYS TO STAY IN CONTACT:

@KISH_SPEC_REC
KISHWAUKEE 

SPECIAL RECREATION 
ASSOCIATION 

KISHWAUKEE_SRA
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http://www.kishsra.org
https://twitter.com/Kish_spec_rec/
https://www.facebook.com/kishsra/
https://www.instagram.com/kishwaukee_sra/

